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FOR YOUR PRAYERS 

For People:  
For Ann and Mike;  Arjan;  Ben; Carrie-Ann; Debbie; 
Eileen;  Fr David;  Geoff;  Guofen;  Harrison;  James;  
Jenny;  Jo and Mart;  Joe;  Linda;  Lynn and Bernard;  
Peter, Shirley and David;  Richard and Heather;  Scott;  
Sue;  Stephen;  Steve;  Stuart;  Tom; 

Our Community and Nation:   
For families as they struggle to meet the challenge of 
rising inflation, and for the government and trade 
unions as they attempt to reconcile their differences in 
the current economic climate. 

Our World:   
Those affected by earthquakes, cyclones, floods, wild 
fires and other weather related disasters. 

The people of Ukraine, the Middle East and other 
areas of conflict, especially those attempting to bring 
peace and reconciliation.  

The Rt Revd and Rt Hon Dame Sarah Mullally DBE, 
Bishop of London, appointed as the new Archbishop 
of Canterbury and who will be collated in January.. 

Our Mission Collection: 

CAP (Christians Against Poverty): CAP are 
passionate about releasing people in our nation from a 
life sentence of debt, poverty and their causes.  
Through their services, which are all run through local 
churches, they are tackling poverty head on.  Their 
vision is to bring freedom and good news to people in 
every community and have helped more than 33,000 
people become debt free since 2010. 

The CAP project in Telford started in December 2015. 

Our Church and Parish:   
For the parish clergy, churchwardens, PCC, 
congregations and all residents of our parish. 

The Faithful Departed:   
For Henry Norton;  Malcolm Smith;  Alan ‘Tiger’ Titley; 

At this time of year, many still seek out the 1946 film, “It’s a Wonderful Life.” In it an angel 
visits a frustrated businessman at Christmas. The angel shows him the value of his life, letting 
him glimpse how things would have been if he had never been born. 

How then to value the birth of Jesus Christ, the baby whom Christians acclaim as Emmanuel, 
‘God with us’? The angels’ message on a hillside by Bethlehem over 2000 years ago: ‘Peace on 
earth, goodwill to all’ has given us the enduring association of ‘goodwill’ with Christmas. 

Goodwill, that subversively inoffensive Christmas gift, can nudge us into a generous act, a kind word, a forgiving conver-
sation, being less grumpy and can even transform relations between people and groups. Showing goodwill puts others 
first whether we hardly feel it or if it comes at great cost or risk to our life. 

Recent barbarous events in Sydney moved me to great sorrow and much prayer, and also  showed the power of good-
will. Ahmed al-Ahmed, a bystander, put himself at grave risk, halting a terrorist’s murderous rampage through those 
celebrating the Jewish festival of lights, Hannukah, which prompts adherents to acts of kindness. His actions were costly 
for him; for those whose lives were spared, they were transformative. 

His act brought light into the darkness of murder. He did not ask who those at risk were; he did not check that they were 
people like him; he did not judge whether they deserved to be saved; he acted because goodwill to others flourished in 
his heart. 

Goodwill is and always should be gloriously indiscriminate. In this case, its unfettered power was that a Muslim man de-
fended a Jewish community in a country where the majority affiliation is Christian. 

That is deeply subversive: reminding us that goodwill is for all, just as the God who comes at Christmas is for all, and 
also not just  for Christmas, but forever too.  Likewise, the goodwill the angels proclaimed is not just for a season but for 
an age lasting for as long as Christ is with us: also forever. 

In an era where we are rightly concerned about those who are weaponising and politicising Christian faith, perhaps the 
antidote is instead to weaponise goodwill. As a feeling on its own it will achieve nothing, but if we let the feeling 
prompt us to action it can light a thousand candles in the darkness. 

As the poet Henry Longfellow wrote: 

         “God is not dead, nor doth He sleep; 
           The Wrong shall fail, 
           The Right prevail, 
           With peace on earth, good-will to men.” (19th century archaic language) 

May you have a joyous Christmas season in which much goodwill flows. 

The Rt Revd Dr Michael Ipgrave, Bishop of Lichfield 

 


